
CAB:  The 

Paris Wife 

Film Buds:  

“Moonrise 

Kingdom” @ 

Beth Eller’s 

Board  

Meeting 

Adelante: 

Still Alice 

Evening: 
The Help @ 
Emily Quinn’s 

Film Fans:  
“Moonrise  
Kingdom” 
 

Internatl. 

Dining:  Moroc-

can 
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CAB 
 

Peg Steiner on  
O’Connor’s 

“A Good Man Is Hard 
to Find” 

4:30— 6 at home of 
Renée Levine 

rsvp to Renée at  
haroldrenee@att.net. 

Film Buds, 

Led by Beth Ellers 

Film & Location: 
TBA 

 5:30—7  

  Adelante  

No meeting  
this month. 

  Lunch Bunch 

Noon 

Frankie Bones 

2 Gerber Road 

Contact Sherry 
Brown for directions. 

     Film Fans 

Led by Beth Johnson 

Film :  TBA 

River Ridge Apt. 
Club House 

12—1:30   

        

Evening 

Requiem by Fire, 
Caldwell, 7 pm, at 

home of Emily 
Quinn; rsvp to Emily 

at 274-0716 or 
daveandem.quinn

@gmail.com 

  JANUARY  20 1 3  

 2013 

Branch 
 Meeting 

2:00 at Brooks-
Howell 

 

     GEM Board 

12:00 at  
Home of Susan 

Grabel 

World  
Affairs 

Topic:  Indonesia 

1:30, at home of Eve 
Miller; rsvp to Eve at  

evehigginsmiller7 
@gmail.com 

 

Reservation 
deadline for 

Lunch Bunch; 
contact Sherry 

Brown at  
357-8455 or  
sherrysaerie 
@gmail.com 

 

Reservation  

Deadline for Internatl. 

Dining Chinese New 

Year dinner (Feb. 2); 

rsvp to  

babsguardenier 

@gmail.com 

mailto:sherrysaerie@gmail.com
mailto:sherrysaerie@gmail.com


 

Standing Study Groups and Activities 
 

Remember to notify the hostess or group leader if you plan 

to attend this month’s meeting so that they can predict 

attendance and so that you can be apprised of any last-

minute changes. 
 

 Adelante Book Group:  The book study group meets 
the first Wednesday of every month at homes of  
members; for this month’s location and more  
information, contact group leader Fran Myers at  
274-0976 or fjgmyers@bellsouth.net. 

 CAB Book Group:  The “Cocktails and Books”  
discussion group meets downtown the first Monday 
of each month, from 4:30 to 6 pm for wine and  
conversation.  To get more information or add your 
name to the list of members, contact group leader 
Peg Steiner at galaxpeg@hotmail.com.  If you plan to 
attend, rsvp to co-chair Renée Levine at  
haroldrenee@att.net.  Attendance is limited to 15 
participants per session. 

 Evening Book Group:  The book discussion group 
meets the fourth Thursday of each month at 7 pm at 
he homes of various members; all are welcome; for 
this month’s location or to obtain more information,  
contact group leader Juanita Spanogle at 
jspanogle@aol.com or 258-0096 . 

 Film Buds:  This film discussion group meets the  
second Monday of each month from 5:30 to 7 to  
discuss first-run films; attendance is limited to the 
first 20 current group members who make a  
reservation with the group leader, Beth Ellers;  
because of the large size of the group, new member-
ship is closed, but note that the Film Fans group dis-
cusses the same film and is open to new members; to 
obtain this month’s film selection, location, and other  
information, contact Beth Ellers at slark1@att.net.  
Participants bring pot-luck supper. 

 Film Fans:  This film discussion group meets the first 
Thursday after the second Monday of each month 
from noon to 1:30 at the River Ridge Apartments 
Club House;  film is the same as that discussed by the  
Monday Film Buds group; members bring their own lunch; 
open to new members; for the film selection of this 
month’s meeting or to get more information, contact group 
leader Beth Johnson at JOHNSON1ea@earthlink.net. 

 International Dining Group:  The International Dining 
group enjoys great food and wonderful company.   
Participants learn more about the food and customs of 
different countries as they prepare and then savor meals 
from around the world.  The group will meet 7 times this 
year.  All AAUW members and their guests are  
welcome.  For more information, contact Sandy Bernard at 
ssmreb@bellsouth.net or 692-3620 or Debra Benjamin at 
debrabenjamin100@gmail.com or 650-0311.    

 Lunch Bunch:  The Lunch Bunch is an informal gathering for 
lunch on the second Friday of each month at noon at a 
different area restaurant.  The Lunch Bunch is open to all 
AAUW members who wish to be added to the reservation 
list.  Be sure to contact Sherry Brown by the deadline date 
at sherrysaerie@gmail.com or 357-8455 and to get  
directions to the restaurant.  

 World Affairs Study Group:  The study group meets the 
fourth Tuesday of each month to discuss selected topics in 
world affairs; participants meet at the homes of different 
members.  Anyone interested in the wider world and how it 
affects all of us is invited to attend meetings.  For more 
information, contact Eve Miller at299-8107 or 
evehigginsmiller7@gmail.com. 
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January Branch Meeting 

Wednesday, January 16  

2 pm at Brooks Howell 

266 Merrimon 

 

 

 

Plan to meet member friends somewhere for lunch and then  

join us for dessert —   

 to visit with our  members who live at Brooks Howell and  

 to learn more about AAUW Asheville’s unique GEM Fund  — 

 meeting some of our GEM Scholars, 

 hearing about our new technology grant,  

 learning about legacy and other giving options, and  

 getting a preview of the upcoming spring fund drive 

season kick-off event, “Bling, Bling, Bash!” 

 
RSVP to Andriette Kinsella at andriettek@bellsouth.net 

mailto:ssmreb@bellsouth.net
mailto:debrabenjamin100@gmail.com
mailto:sherrysaerie@gmail.com
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                          From the Branch President  

Dear AAUW Friends: 

This has been an eventful year for our AAUW  branch.  Our membership continues to 
grow, our finances are solid, we have given much service to the community, and our 
branch programs and study groups have been interesting and informative.  Thanks to 

all the wise, dedicated, talented, and fun women who have made us a success.  Special thanks to 
Jan Schwartz and her team of “caterers” and organizers for the wonderful Friendraiser held at 
the  beginning of December.  I believe we had a record number of guests and  friends attend and, 
hopefully, many of them will become members.   

 

I hope you have had a healthy, happy holiday season  
surrounded by family and friends and will be ready to get 
back in the swing of AAUW in January.  Our first branch 
meeting of the year is scheduled for Wednesday, January 
16, at the Brooks-Howell Home on Merrimon Avenue.  
Note that this meeting starts at 2:00, so it would be a good 
opportunity to meet some of your friends for lunch some-
where and then go together to the meeting. We’ll learn all 
about the GEM Fund and what it is doing to further under-
graduate education for women in the Asheville area. You 
can also meet some of our GEM Scholars, hear about the 
new technology grant, learn about ways to participate, and 
get a preview of the GEM 2013 Fund Drive Season,  
kicking off in April. 

As we reflect on some of our local accomplishments, the 
AAUW Action Network has sent an email sharing some of 
their successes and an abridged version follows: 

 

As 2012 draws to a close, we take a moment to thank 
our AAUW Action Network members and donors for 
your extraordinary efforts to advance our shared mis-
sion. As educated women and men, you continue to be 
advocates and catalysts for sustainable social change.  
 
Thanks to the work and generosity of you and our 
members, we can be proud of some impressive  
advocacy and programmatic achievements. This year, 
AAUW 

 Received top ratings once again from Charity Navi-
gator, GreatNonprofits, GuideStar, and America's 
Charities for our excellent financial management, 
transparency, and accountability.  

 Grew to a nationwide community of more than 
150,000 members and supporters who work on 
AAUW priority issues such as fair pay, access to 
contraception, sexual harassment at work and 
school, student debt, and the lack of women in  
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM) fields and in public office. 

 Launched the nationwide voter education and turnout 
campaign, It's My Vote: I Will Be Heard, through the 
AAUW Action Fund.  

 Released Graduating to a Pay Gap: The Earnings of 
Women and Men One Year after College Gradua-
tion, which uses the latest nationally representative 

data  to explore the salary difference between women and 
men college graduates working full time one year after 
graduation and examines the effect of the pay gap on the 
burden of student loan debt. 

 Awarded $4.3 million in fellowships and grants for the 
2012–13 program year, the largest amount in four years, 
to support 278 women. 

 Awarded more than $100,000 in case support through the 
Legal Advocacy Fund to help women like Betty Dukes and 
Kori Cioca improve working conditions for all women  
employees at Wal-Mart and women in the military. 

 Continued to rapidly expand our use of social and new 
media tools, experiencing 50 percent growth across many 
of AAUW's social media channels.  

 Enjoyed a 31 percent increase in the number of Action 
Network subscribers, adding more than twice as many 
new subscribers as we did in 2011!  

 AAUW members and supporters sent more than 100,000 
letters to Capitol Hill and the Obama administration,  
including more than 27,700 messages alone calling for pay 
equity through our Two-Minute Activist. Thank you, Action 
Network! 

 Helped plan a Senate Title IX hearing and hosted a  
nationwide Twitter chat about Title IX . 

In the past year, AAUW and our advocates have had an  
undeniable impact in our nation's capital, on college  
campuses, in our branches and communities, and around the 
world. You can make your voice heard in just minutes by  
subscribing to the action network to receive urgent email  
notices to contact your members of Congress on issues that 
relate to the AAUW mission.  To register go to: http://
capwiz.com/aauw/mlm/signup/. 

 

We should all be proud to be members of such an active and 
effective group of women.  I urge you to sign up for the Two-
Minute Activist and then follow through with the suggested  
action when you receive an email.   

Take care,  

Molly Keeney 

mollykeeney@charter.net  
828-337-5044 

http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/CKXVSKTOWI/EDYMSKTPJW/9076926731
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/CKXVSKTOWI/EDYMSKTPJW/9076926731
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/CKXVSKTOWI/APLWSKTPJX/9076926731
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/CKXVSKTOWI/JTKFSKTPJY/9076926731
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/CKXVSKTOWI/EDGUSKTPKB/9076926731
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/CKXVSKTOWI/CHMASKTPKC/9076926731
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/CKXVSKTOWI/CHMASKTPKC/9076926731
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/CKXVSKTOWI/CHMASKTPKC/9076926731
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/CKXVSKTOWI/MDNDSKTPKF/9076926731
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/CKXVSKTOWI/NJMISKTPKN/9076926731
mailto:mollykeeney@charter.net


Branch Board  

President Molly Keeney 

Vice-President Catherine Battle 

Secretary Deb Fulton- 

  Helmer 

Treasurer Bobby Carney 

Co-Vice Presidents, Programs 

  Andriette Kinsella 

  Susan Grabel 

Co-Vice Presidents, Membership 

  Barbara Robinson 

  Emily Quinn 

Public Policy Karen Rubin 

Newsletter Alice Doner 

Webmaster Eleanor Johnson 

GEM President Alice Doner 

Study Group Chair Eleanor Johnson 

Past President Jeanne Smolkin 

AAUW Asheville 

 

Please welcome these new members who joined since the publication of 

the last newsletter; they will be great new assets to our organization.   

        Welcome New Members! 

This year’s annual December Friendraiser, held at the Governor’s Western Residence, saw 
record attendance with over fifty members and twenty guests.  As a result of this event and 
the continued enthusiastic recruitment efforts of our members, our branch added four new 
members in December:  Nini Abbott, Ellen James, Anna Sagel, and Terry van Duyn.  Next 
month we hope to have  biographical information on these and any other new members.  
Meanwhile — 

Enjoy the New Year holidays with friends and family! 
 

Find us on the Web at 

http://asheville-
nc.aauw.net 

 

This Month’s  
Member Birthdays  —  

 

Tell your friends “Happy 
Birthday” and honor them 
with a gift to GEM!* 

Pat Argue  1/22 

Alice Doner  1/21 

Lina Evans  1/13 

Deb Fulton-Helmer 1/29 

Jocelyn Hill  1/23 

Fusako Krummel 1/10 

Martha McMullen 1/19 

Nancy Stancil  1/18 

Bobbi Blake  1/26 

Meredith Norwood 1/6 

Jane White  1/8 
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GEM News 

If you are a new branch  member, please know that “GEM” 
stands for “Gaining  Educational Momentum” and pertains to 
the GEM Fund of AAUW Asheville, our 
branch’s unique philanthropic arm, 
whose sole purpose is to raise  funds to 
support  undergraduate scholarships for 
women whose educations have been  
interrupted or delayed. 

2012 marks our tenth anniversary.  In 
2002 we began with a single $500 
scholarship and it is through the  
amazing generosity of AAUW/GEM 
members and friends that GEM, in this 
tenth anniversary year, was able to 
award 12 undergraduate scholarships 
— ten $1000 scholarships to Asheville-
Buncombe County Technical College   
(A-B Tech) and two $1500 scholarships 
to the University of North Carolina 
Asheville (UNCA). 

Technology Grant 

In December our ten GEM Scholars attending A-B Tech 
received IPads from the technology grant provided by the 
Kathryn Preyer Trust in conjunction with the GEM Fund of 
AAUW Asheville.  These tablets will allow students to  
participate in on-line classes and research to enhance their 
learning.   

Recipients also received a gift certificate to purchase a 
cover for their tablets and all were delighted.  One  said 
that she could use her iPad  to bring up notes and not have 
to carry her heavy book to class.  Another said she was 
going to use hers for her art studies to take pictures 
that she would need to photograph for her work. 

GEM Board members Susan Grabel and Ann Clarke Snell 
attended the gifting ceremony at the historic Fernihurst 
Mansion on the A-B Tech campus. 

GEM Tributes in the Last Month 

 In honor of the birthday of 

Bev Briedis  — Carolyn  

Hubbard and Marilyn Kolton 

 In memory of Benedict T. 

Harter, “who loved women 

and felt strongly about  

educating them” —  

anonymous 

 In honor of Beth Ellers —  

Eve Miller 

A-B Tech GEM Scholars receive IPads from the GEM Fund/Preyer  

Foundation Technology Grant at Fernihurst on the A-B Tech Campus. 


